Childminder FAQ’s
I would like to register to receive the funded entitlement, what do I need to do?
Email earlyyears@buckinghamshire.gov.uk to request to join the directory of providers. You will need to create an admissions and fees policy to incorporate the funded entitlements which will need to be approved by the Early Years team to ensure compliance with the government guidance. You will also be required to have a visit from a member of the Early Years team, this is to ensure you are meeting the statutory requirements of the EYFS. More information about Early Years Funded Entitlement can be found here 9 Months to 4 Years Old Funding | Early Years. Please note you can only provide funded places from the date you have been approved to join the directory of providers, funding will not be backdated.
My registration has been suspended by Ofsted, what should I do?
If your registration has been suspended pending investigation you can seek advice from your insurance company for advice, some insurers provide cover for loss of earnings during suspension. You can also speak to the Early Years Designated Safeguarding Manager and LADO if the suspension relates to an allegation or safeguarding concern. Whilst you are not working you can signpost parents to the Brokerage Team for support to find temporary childcare places brokerage@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
I need help with a funding query, who can I speak to?
You may be able to find the answer here 9 Months to 4 Years Old Funding | Early Years. If you require further support with a funding related query you can speak to your Early Years Key Contact or contact the funding team directly earlyfunding@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
I am thinking about employing an assistant, what do I need to do?
When employing an assistant you will need to follow safer recruitment procedures and inform Ofsted of the changes to your setting People connected with Ofsted-registered childcare - GOV.UK . You can find further information here Employing an Assistant 
Can I leave an assistant with the children if I go out? An assistant may be left with children for up to 2 hours per day providing:
· they have an enhanced DBS check
· are registered with Ofsted or childminder agency as an assistant
· hold a 12 hour pediatric first aid certificate
· you have signed parent permission in place to leave the children with the assistant
The ratio requirements outlined in the EYFS Statutory Framework for Childminders  EYFS Statutory Framework apply at all times.

Do I have to work in my home or can I work from another location? 
If you wish to spend some of your time (that is, the hours and/or time you spend providing childcare each year) running a childcare provision from non-domestic premises under your registration, you must apply using this form Applying to work some of the time on non-domestic premises (EYA) - GOV.UK on the Ofsted website. Non-domestic premises include places like nurseries, church halls, parts of a school or community centres. You need to follow the same requirements as your original registration. If you wish to spend all of your time on non-domestic premises and not use your home at all you can register as a childminder without domestic premises. Register as a childminder without domestic premises - GOV.UK
Please see here more information on Registering as a childminder without domestic premises
I have moved house, who do I need to inform? 
When you move house you must inform Ofsted or Childminder Agency, Early Years, Insurance, ICO and any other companies you are registered with for the purpose of childminding. Your registration and insurance could be invalid if you fail to inform Ofsted or your insurance company. If you are on the directory of providers to provide funded childcare your Early Years Key Contact will arrange a visit to your new home or premises.
Do I need planning permission for my childminding business? 
As a registered childminder, you may need to seek planning permission from the local authority to operate from your home. Some properties, particularly new builds, often have covenants that prevent running a business from home. It is crucial to verify that you are legally allowed to set up a childminding business. If unsure, you can contact the Buckinghamshire Planning Department to Find out if you need planning permission 
If you want to be certain you don’t need to apply for planning permission you can apply for a Lawful Development Certificate  as evidence of your enquiry.  
When Planning Permission May Be Required:
· New Build Properties or Properties with a Covenant
· Rented Property
· Using a New Space for Childminding
· Childminding on Non-Domestic Premises
· Working with Assistants
Please see this guidance about planning permission and creating a noise reduction policy. Planning Permission and Noise Reduction Policy Guidance.docx


What changes and events do I need to inform Ofsted about? 
You will need to inform Ofsted of any significant events or changes to the setting or household. Some further information and examples can be found here. Childcare: significant events to notify Ofsted about - GOV.UK Please seek advice from your Early Years Key Contact if you are not sure whether you need to report information to Ofsted.
When do you need to contact the LADO? 

If you are a registered childminder and employ someone else in a position of trust with children (such as another childminder or an assistant) and you have concerns or an allegation is made about him or her, you must (in your capacity as an employer) contact the LADO via the details above. If you are a registered childminder working as a sole trader and an allegation is made about you, you should inform Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) and liaise directly with the LADO as appropriate. 
Previously sole traders were asked to speak to the Early Years Designated Safeguarding Manager who would support you and consider if the allegation met LADO threshold.  We ask you continue to make the early years safeguarding team aware of allegations or concerns about the safety of a child alongside your other reporting responsibilities.




