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Top 7ps for chatting
with yourng chrildarer

Ensure the child is given the opportunity to take part
in general conversation with an adult every day.

Ask open-ended questions. These can’t be answered with
a yes or no answer and tend to start with a ‘what’, ‘how’,
‘Where' or ‘why’. For example, “What are you drawinge”

Encourage make-believe and pretend play. When a child
is playing their imagination will take over leading to great
opportunities for talking.

Listen more than you talk. This is a fantastic opportunity
to teach children good speaking and listening skills.

When chatting with a child, crouch or sit down so that you
are at the same level, giving eye contact and using facial
expressions and gestures will show you are listening.

Give children plenty of time to respond, sometimes children

need a little while to process the information before they reply.

Chatting, playing and reading are all fun ways

to bond with children and help them to get

better at learning. It's never too early to help
develop children’s communication, speech,
reading and writing skills.
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It may seem an obvious thing to say, but one of the best things we
can do with young children is to have interesting and enjoyable
conversations with them

Michael Rosen, Children’s Laureate

€ Language development By & years of age a child’s
is strongly supported by vocabulary can predict his/
being active 99 her educational success and

outcomes at age 30
(Jan White: Every Child

A Mover 2015) ICAN: ELDP (2012)

Our babies love to hear our voices. As early as when they are in the womb,
they start to tune into the voices and sounds around them,
and often respond to more familiar voices.

National Literacy Trust
€ Reading and writing float on a sea of talk ),

James Britton, Educationalist

Find out more about your Child’'s development
What to Expect When in the Early Years Foundation Stage,
a Guide for Parents

If you have any concerns about your child’s
development the first thing to do is talk to your child’s ° ]
key person at their childminder / nursery / pre-school.

Find out more ?V
* Words for Life - ideas for Parents

« Start for Life - Learning to talk

* BBC Tiny Happy People

e Buckinghamshire Family Information Service

At the heart of everything we do is
a belief in the best start for children



https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdev-foundation-years.pantheonsite.io%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F09%2FWhat-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CJodi.Araujo%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C1458f0298c5c4f84ba6f08db02dba0d0%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638106914533748916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gQKzbfthNAijT1ERg3gFrihS5NeozzuNLFFGUBE6GUw%3D&reserved=0
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/start4life/baby/learning-to-talk/3-to-5-years/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people
https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/

