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Links to the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning
	Playing and Exploring

	Being willing to have a go
	· Climbing trees, obstacle courses, balance beams, loose parts, real tools, pins and hammers, climbing and jumping
· Real bricks for construction
· Fixing things
· Awareness – two year olds starting to learn how to be safe, older children thinking how they are moving themselves or equipment
· Take resources from inside to outside to see what happens

	Playing with what they know
	· Role play area that the children set up themselves – driving school – children create parking spaces, road etc. sometimes link to the role play inside e.g. house inside - garden centre, shop, market outside
· Mud Kitchen – use leaves etc. to make potions
· Using bikes etc. to create a taxi role play, ‘car’ wash
· Large chalks
· Parachute games
· Superhero play
· Creating food for and having a picnic
· Resource boxes for outside – sunny, rainy, windy day box etc.
· Ice-cream scoops in the sand
· Enhancing provision based on children’s interests
· Props from story books

	Finding out and exploring

	· Gross motor mark making and using chalks
· Predicting and experimenting with different was of ice melting-environmental fascination
· Looking for mini beasts- creating bug hotels
· Feeding the birds
· Visit an allotment, trips, walks, park
· Cloud watching – discussing shapes
· Building and lighting fires/toasting marshmallows
· Making sounds in the environment
· Curiosity of nature, offer open ended questions to encourage exploration
· Creating sensory garden/herbs
· Powder paint in puddles

	Active Learning

	Enjoying achieving what they set out to do
	· Planting bulbs and watching them  grow – noting changes, seasons, patience, proud of outcome
· Learning to ride a scooter or bike – proud of themselves
· Building an obstacle course from equipment provided – team work, maintaining focus, persistence, pride
· Children’s yoga
· Tinker station – building items, nuts and bolts, taking things apart
· Games – what’s the time Mr Wolf, snakes and ladders
· Creating portraits of objects and living things
· Using different materials to make own dressing up
· Building, construction, junk modelling – make, draw, discuss plans. What they want to achieve, how to get to the end product they want
· Using water pistols – to wash away chalk numbers, hit a target etc.
· Creating a slalom course for balls/bikes
· Putting coat on and doing it up

	Keeping on trying
	· School or setting promotes a growth mind-set ethos
· NED mantra – Never give up, Encourage others, Do your best
· Praise effort 
· Water exploration and investigation 
· Balls down a drainpipe can children work out how to get them into a bucket
· Climbing wall
· Bouncing back when construction or den falls down
· Using an Archimedes screw to raise water
· Loose parts play and open ended resources
· Target games/team challenges
· Hula Hooping, walking on stilts

	Being involved and concentrating
	· Binoculars, tape measure, timing activities, magnifying glasses
· Scooters, bikes, running races – which were the fastest, can we beat our time.
· Digging, creating mud pies, imaginary play
· Finding and comparing mini-beasts
· Water play challenges – which container will hold the most water? How do we measure?
· Creating and using maps
· Story making outside – large scale, natural resources, place to perform, hunting the Gruffalo, going on a bear hunt etc.
· Making kites and improving them
· Adding paint to puddles, ‘streams’ to see change, watch the flow of water etc.
· 3D Modelling




	Creating and Thinking Critically

	Choosing ways to do things
	· Making potions
· Transporting animals across water – build a bridge or a boat
· Transporting water
· Large building materials to design and create with
· Using building materials to achieve something such as something to climb to look over a fence
· Create a large cascade ball run – different sized balls, tubes, gutters to choose from
· Growing and planting
· Experiments 
· Set up a restaurant in the mud kitchen and ask children what food they would like to make
· Designing and building bug hotels
· Junk modelling on a large scale
· Children involved in planning, assessing, improving activities
· How can we clear the snow, water, mud etc?
· Spotting shadows, how do to change their shape 
· Review activities with children respecting their ideas.

	Making links
	· Mud kitchen – adults provide a variety of equipment saucepans, jugs, scales, trays, trowels etc. Children make links with home cooking, gardening etc.
· Rain play – which materials make more noise in the rain? Metal, plastic etc. Use different containers to collect the rain
· Large construction testing ideas – will your den stay up?
· Predicting – how many balls can you get into the hoop in one minute, how many star jumps, laps etc. can you do in one minute? 
· Create ice with salt, oil and just water predict which one will freeze…..freeze overnight, look at and discuss next day
· Work together to create/build a trap for a wolf, bear, ‘baddie from a story’ 
· Leaf printing
· Floating and sinking, mixing sand and water
· Making ramps for cars using different materials
· Looking at natural things in the environment in different seasons – trees, birds, grass, plants
· How can you jump further?
· What can you build with only a certain amount/height of crates?
· What can you see and hear charts
· Transient artwork

	Having their own ideas
	· Building with crates, guttering, ramps
· Washing line at child height – number line, story line, drying dolls clothes, weather line
· Filling and pouring – also large scale
· Buckets and scales – also large scale
· Using balance beams, obstacle course
· Den making – provide different sorts of poles
· Setting up a stage, create a performance, props etc.
· Children assessing and taking acceptable risks
· Woodwork – real tools
· Predicting movement of objects
· Taking familiar or popular resources away
· Use and investigate the natural environment
· Make potions and lotions from natural resources.
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