ss'r%sgr Communication Week 2026

INLIFE Rabbling Babies
#chatplayreadbucks ...

Here are some activities to
explore with Babies F——

Books to Share

Five Enormous Dinosaurs — Illustrated by Annie Kubler and
Sarah Dellow

Count along with five mischievous dinosaurs whilst they play.
This charming book provides a brilliant introduction for
babies to their first numbers using a well-known nursery
rhyme in a fun and enjoyable way. Each page invites readers
to count along and act out stomping as each dinosaur leaves
the group until there is just one dinosaur at the end.

Five Enormous Dinosaurs | BookTrust

Roar! Roar! I’m a Dinosaur! | BookTrust

1‘)}3&%&"{3 0 Dinosaur's Wobbly Bottom | BookTrust

1,2,3,Do the Dinosaur | BookTrust

Why don’t you walk to the library to find a copy to borrow. Did you know you can
reserve a copy of a book? If you are a nursery or a childminder, ask about your
membership as you can borrow more books and borrow them for longer.
Find a Library — Buckinghamshire Council.
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/five-enormous-dinosaurs/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/roar-roar-im-a-dinosaur/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/dinosaurs-wobbly-bottom/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/1-2-3-do-the-dinosaur/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries/information-about-local-library/
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Explore with play « Read together




Chat with your children « Explore with play *



SR Friday
. Dinosaur Home

Communication and Language

Set up your play area as a dinosaur home. Be careful what resources you use as very
young children explore new objects by putting them in their mouths first. By using a
variety of dinosaurs, you are helping children to review and widen their ideas about
what a dinosaur is. For example, a ‘T Rex’ is a dinosaur but so is a ‘Triceratops’. You
might also add texture using something like Weetabix or broken up Shredded Wheat
cereal to form the ground (checking allergies first).

Let the children freely explore, knowing that they are safe to do so. Add the words that
they need as and when they need them.

Vocabulary ideas:
One, two, three, four, five

L Provision Ideas
2o Dinosaur Playdough
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Playing with playdough is the perfect way to calm young children. Also, there is nothing
young children like better than something that they think may be a little bit daring. You
can make playdough using age appropraite, natural resources such as herbs and you’ve
made dinosaur playdough! Young children will love exploring the dough, squeezing and
handling it.
The playdough table is often a safe space for babies, so you need to ensure that it is
well resourced and enticing. Ensure that you only use edible ingredients as babies
explore with their mouths!

As the children get a bit older you can add laminated pictures of bones or vegetation

for the children to extract with tweezer to explore what the dinosaur has been eating.
Then they can discuss if the dinosaur is a herbivore or a carnivore.
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We’d love to hear about other ways you have enhanced your provision!
Please send photos into earlyyears@buckinghamshire.gov.uk and/or share
on your socials #chatplayreadbucks

Remember to check children’s photo permissions before submitting.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/hey-duggee-dinosaur-song

Parental Engagement

How are you going to engage your families with Communication Week? Can you
think of interactive challenges/events etc that will promote Communication and
Language opportunities at home?

Some ideas:

During communication week why not challenge parents to read a new story to
their baby every day. Give them some ideas of appropriate book titles, for
example, any title from the That’s not my series. You might suggest That’s not my

dinosaur or That’s not my T.Rex..., or Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell.

Colourful pictures will help bring the story to life, and board or cloth books are
more durable for young babies and less likely to be damaged. Emphasise how
babies will love to be close to their parent whilst being read to, as this is good for

their personal, social and emotional wellbeing and development,

Let parents know that for very young babies and children it isn’t necessary to
read the entire book. Just read one or two pages and when singing just sing one
or two verses.
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National Year of
Reading 2026

The National Year of Reading 2026 is
here to make that easier, offering
simple, playful ideas to build stories
and books into your everyday
activities and routines.

Early years settings | National Year of
Reading 2026

arly Years At the heart of everything we do is
ervice a belief in the best start for children



https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/early-years-settings/
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/early-years-settings/

