BEST

START icati
1N LIFE Communication Week 2026

| Talkative Twos cat [
#chatplayreadbucks /
o U
moon

Books to Share

Suki Cat Astronaut — Grace Habib

Today Suki Cat is an astronaut! Join her as she zooms to the
moon and helps an alien. Push the sliders and pull the tabs for
an out-of-this-world experience!

This charming board book has a simple story, with lots of
chances for interaction. There are tabs to pull and sliders to
push or waggle back and forth- even on both the front and
back covers. These mechanisms change the pictures, rather
than reveal something like lifting a flap does.
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Why don’t you walk to the library to find a copy to borrow. Did you know you can
reserve a copy of the book? If you are a nursery or a childminder, ask about your
membership as you can borrow more books and borrow them for longer.
Find a Library — Buckinghamshire Council.



https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries/information-about-local-library/
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Chat with your children « Explore with play « Read together


https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes/zoom-zoom-zoom-audio
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes/zoom-zoom-zoom-audio
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes/zoom-zoom-zoom-audio
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes/zoom-zoom-zoom-audio
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes/zoom-zoom-zoom-audio

Chat with your children « Explore with play « Read gether


https://ndna.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Tip-Open-ended-dressing-up-top-tips-for-nurseries.pdf
https://ndna.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Tip-Open-ended-dressing-up-top-tips-for-nurseries.pdf
https://ndna.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Tip-Open-ended-dressing-up-top-tips-for-nurseries.pdf

Chat with your children « Explore with play « Read together


https://www.corampacey.org.uk/mark-making/
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Provision Ideas
Snack time

Provide a variety of fruit, vegetable and carbohydrate options of different shapes and
colours and model making a rocket picture with your snack. Talk through what your
rocket needs and how you are going to create it using the shapes and colours available.
What else can the children create from their snack?
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Extra ideas: Take photos of the children’s snack pictures and share them with families.
Can they send in pictures of their own from healthy snack times at home? Explain that
adult needs to encourage children to talk about colours, shapes and numbers..
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have about space?

N Extra ideas: Consider having an adult based in the book area at certain

and gauge the impact this has on children spending prolonged time there
in book related play.

We’d love to hear about other ways you have enhanced your provision! %
Please send photos into earlyyears@buckinghamshire.gov.uk and/or share ¢

on your socials #chatplayreadbucks

Remember to check children’s photo permissions before submitting.
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Parental Engagement

How are you going to engage your families with Communication Week? Can you
think of interactive challenges/events etc that will promotes Communication
and Language opportunities at home?

Some ideas:

Join in with your child dressing up using found objects from home (think: Baby
Bear’s colander hat in Whatever Next?). What adventures can you go on
together? Who will you meet? Where will you go? What problems crop up along
the way?

Play with any delivery boxes you have at home. What can they become? A car? A
rocket? A robot? A dinosaur?

Play imaginative roleplay games over dinner e.g. if you dressed up as grandpa,
what would he wear? What does grandpa say?

Can families visit their local library and find another book that links to Suki Cat
Astronaut?
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The National Year of Reading 2026 is
here to make that easier, offering
simple, playful ideas to build stories
and books into your everyday
activities and routines.

Early years settings | National Year of ;% i
Reading 2026

Schools | National Year of Reading
2026 | Go AllIn

Early Years At the heart of ever yth!ﬂg we do is
Service a belief in the best start for children



https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/early-years-settings/
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/early-years-settings/
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/schools/
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/schools/

