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Agenda

1. Local and National Updates

2. Transitions updates

3. ‘Little Link’

4, EY SENIF and guidance for 25-
26

5. Exceptional Support Requests
(ESR)

6. New AET training and ‘our
mission’

10.

11.

12.

13.

Training calendar incl NASEN
Ofsted Framework and SEND

SENCO qualification in the Early

Years

Watch this space ‘SENCO

Champion’
Local Area Inspection
New SEND team link

Safeguarding
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Local and National Updates

SEND White paper due to be published autumn 2025

Updates Universal Provision Document (Ordinarily Available Provision - OAP)

Survey on factors influencing EHCP applications Yourvoicebucks — EHCPs Yourvoicebucks.
Parents survey EHCPs — please consider sharing with your families

Survey closes on 2"4 November 2025

As of 14/10/25 only
21 setting/school
responses and 9
parents/carers

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Celebrating High Quality Transitions in
Schools and Settings

* Early planning and understanding of the 4’

cohort

§igs
el §-f-;§~
(N
—
* Reception environment planning with

sensory and communication adaptations ﬁ T

* Prioritising SEN needs with honest
communication with parents

* Smooth transition strategies: visits, <!
social stories, visual aids ?

* Early engagement with transitioning
settings and accurate admissions data

* Impact: settled cohorts in Reception,
better understanding of needs and
differences.
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Little Link

A Speech and LenguageinSchool OurPackeges  Free Trial - TheLink Community WorngwithYou About U

ltle Link — Nursery Speech and Language

Home > QurPackages > LitleLink

Lite Link - Book a Free Triall

the communication and )

| Kacef ; 5 ,‘v Available from October, but you can
anguage package for nurseries bodkont

0
y
‘Speech & Language Link hes an excting new package o /

for nurseries - it Link avallabl rom October
Designed by speech and language therapsts, it Link
elps Early Years proidersto suppor the est possile

School/Nurseey name

preschool chidren.
P |

)

speech, communication and anguage development or ‘

Key Features:

+ Story based, super chid fiendy yet

Tobustand objectve standardised

‘School/Nursety posteode

Contactname

Story based screening tool takes about
10 minutes

Allows you to identify children who
need a little more support with their
language development

Based on six unique stories, our
interventions introduce target language
skills, concepts and vocabulary in a
familiar and enjoyable format.

The sessions are perfect for settings
with a child-led ethos and provide
structured opportunities to focus on
improving the quality of adult-child

interactions, which has a huge impact
on language outcomes.

BUbKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

speech and language link/little link nursery
free trial
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Little Link Intervention Pilot

Child Progress Checker

A significant difference was
found between child scores
pre-intervention compared
to post-intervention

0

Child Progress Checker Results

NotYet(1)  NotYet(2) Emerging(1) Emerging(2) Consistent (1) Consistent(2)

BT T2

sXX,

.partof the Speech and Language Link )
whole school approach
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Early SEN Inclusion Fund

* Early Years added to the original o
fu nding pOt for 24-25 é?"\jg@?% Buckinghamshire Early Years SEN Inclusion Fund (EY SENIF)

E&‘%& Essential guidance for applications 2025-26

* A total of 2,087 children were -

sup ported th roug h th e Ea r|y Alllocal authorities are requived to have a SENIF for all children eligible o the entitlements and who
. ‘have SEN, regardless of the rumber of haurs taken. These funds ave intended to support loco! authorities
Years Inclusion Fund (EYSENIF) to sk il proides o e dhe o erelnd o

with SEN who ore taking up the entitlements

and of these children
1,085 continue to need support.

Early Yeors Ent gof 2025-206:

Setings should aways refer to the Eary Years Ordinarily Avalable provision and Other fesources SEND

Resources | Early Years to ensure quality teaching and an inclusive provision is at the heart of their offer

. 10 all chil ir setting. A well-trained SENCO! | your setting and is considered
. 80% of settlngs completed an part of ordinarily avalable provision-funding
1 1 Funding allocated is a contribution towards the cost of delivering specific, evidence-led interventions
evaluation form (late evaluation G polac '
H provided but we will also use i training attend: d engage with
form now being used) it e
It should enable indivic or o ieve identi d be used in
° A A R ‘conjunction with any other funding received by the setting e.g, setting’s own budgets, Early Years Pupil
158 Settlngs Indlcated that Premium (EYPP), Disability Access Fund (DAF) payments etc.
children other than those o e P e
. under assessment or thase in Regeption classes.
targeted for Inclusion Fund
. Any training completed should have a continued impact on the setting's capacity to meet similar needs in
support benefited from the 0 A, Wi Ao ESOIE B S i 3t itV S B
. embedded within your setting and will be a key part of the evaluation process.
Inclusion Fund

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Exceptional Support Request

* New form and e-mail

* Triage group (specialist teacher and EY SEND advisors)
 Criteria and expectations

Key Questions:

* Describe the child or young person's needs, ensuring
that you include detail on:

¢ why the need is immediate/why the need is
unpredicted/ how the need requires special
education provision that exceeds available resources?

¢ How any additional funding has been used
(DAF/EYPP)? Provisional DAF

Exceptional Support Request

¢ Send an up-to-date costed SEN support

lan/provision map (or equivalent) detailing provision i
ﬁ1 place to meet the child/young persons needs and Exceptional
sent it to ehcenquiries@buckinghamshire.gov.uk Support Request
¢ Provide details of any meetings and/or discussions Form

you have had with external professionals regarding
the child or young person
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Autism Education Trust Training

¥ Auti

ism =
\ § Education g:?t'ﬁgrul
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Date

Tue 02 Dec 25

Tue 16 Dec 25

Mon 19 Jan 26

Wed 11 Feb 26
Tues 17 Mar 26

Tue 24t Mar 26
Wed 22 April 26

Mon 8 June 26

Thurs 25 Jun 26

Mon 20 Jul 26

Event Title and booking link

AET Leading the Way in Good Autism Practice *

AET Making Sense of Autism

Fully Funded
AET Making Sense of Autism
Fully Funded
AET Good Autism Practice *
AET Autism and Play
AET Making Sense of Autism

Fully Funded
AET Good Autism Practice

Making Sense of Autism - Planning for Transitions Fully

Funded

AET Autism and Play *

AET Making Sense of Autism — Fully Funded

Time Venue
13.00 -15:00 Microsoft Teams
19:00 — 21:00 Microsoft Teams
13:00 — 15:00 Microsoft Teams
9.30-15.00 Gateway, Aylesbury
19:00 — 21:00 Microsoft Teams
19:00 — 21:00 Microsoft Teams
09:30 — 13:00 Hazlemere Golf
Microsoft Teams
16:00 — 18:00
10:00 — 12:00 Microsoft Teams
19:00 — 21:00 Microsoft Teams

N
art Date Event Title and booking link

Mon 20 Oct 25
Wed 5 Nov 25
Wed 19 Nov 25

Thurs 11 Dec 25
Tue 27 Jan +

Tues 3 Feb 26
Fri 13t Feb 26

Wed 25 Feb 26
Mon 23 Mar 26

Mon 27 Apr 26
Wed 06 May 26 +

13 May 26
Tue 19 May 26

Thurs 16 Jul 26
Wed 22 Jul 26

SEND Training

I'm not the SENCO what should | be doing?

Seeing Beyond Behaviour
Sensory and Motor Strategies

Trauma Informed Practice

SENCO New & Aspiring SENCOs

Early Years Autism - One day

Seeing Beyond Behaviour
Trauma Informed Practice

Transitions - Moving In and Moving On

SENCO New & Aspiring SENCOs

Sensory and Motor Strategies

Trauma Informed Practice

Seeing Beyond Behaviour

New courses

10-00 - 12:00
13:00 - 15:00
13:00 - 15:00
19:00 - 21:00

09:30 - 15.00

10-3 pm
13:00 15:00
19:00 — 21:00
16:00 — 18:00

09.30 - 15.00

16:00 — 18:00
19:00 - 21:00
19:00 - 21:00

Microsoft Teams
Microsoft Teams
Microsoft Teams
Microsoft Teams

Southcourt Baptist
Church

Newfield — Foxes Piece
School
Microsoft Teams

Microsoft Teams

Microsoft Teams

Hazlemere Golf Club

Microsoft Teams
Microsoft Teams

Microsoft Teams

10
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NASEN —
National Association
for SEN

A charitable membership organisation that exists to

support and champion those working with, and for,

children and young people with SEND and learning
differences.

They provide free resources and support for all members.

Free training course — \eeting the needs of Every Child -

e 22" Qctober 2025 1 —3pm
5% November 2025 9.30—11.30
« 10t November 2025 6— 8 pm

+ 26 November 2025 9.30 — 11.30

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

This DfE funded online course is FREE to access
and will provide Early Years Practitioners with an
overview and understanding of inclusive practice
for SEND in Early Years settings.

The 2-hour webinar will cover the following

topics:

* What do we mean by SEND?

* Responsibilities of a setting towards children
with SEND

* The role of the SENCO and the key person

* What effective inclusive practice looks like in
an Early Years setting

* How to use NASEN's free resources and
materials

11

Ofsted Toolkit

(Briefing on New Ofsted Framework currently taking place — booking via website) o O

Inclusion

with protected characteristics.

needed.

Inspectors evaluate how well settings identify and support: |-|] }m\
Children with SEND, including those receiving SEN support and those with
an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan.

Children facing other barriers to learning or well-being, including those

Key indicators of effective inclusion:

* High expectations for all children, including those with SEND.

* Early and accurate assessment of children’s needs.

* Reducing barriers to learning and well-being, involving specialists when

* Collaborative working with children, parents, professionals, and staff.

* Inclusion of children’s and parents’ views in decision-making.

* Inspectors also work closely with the SENCo to evaluate how well the
setting identifies and supports children with SEND.

v

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Early years inspection toolkit

12
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Ofsted Toolkit

Curriculum and Teaching

Inspectors assess whether the curriculum:
Is inclusive and accessible to all children.
Supports individual development, including for children with SEND.

Leadership and Governance

Leaders are expected to:

Ensure systems are in place to identify and support children with SEND.
Promote a culture of continuous improvement and inclusive practice.
Adaptive and responsive to the setting’s changing needs and circumstances so
that they have a consistent focus on securing excellence for all children.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL Early years inspection toolkit

13

Ofsted Toolkit

Achievement:

Children, including disadvantaged children, those with SEND, those who
are known (or previously known) to children’s social care, and those who
may face other barriers to their learning and/or well-being generally
achieve well from their starting points. They receive the necessary
support to reach developmental goals and/or age- and stage-appropriate
end points of the curriculum.

Safeguarding:

SEND is specifically considered under safeguarding:

Recognition that children with SEND may have additional vulnerabilities.
Ensuring staff are trained to identify and respond to safeguarding concerns
for children who are non-verbal or have communication differences.
Multi-agency working to support children with complex needs.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL Early years inspection toolkit

14
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SENCO qualification

Level 3 jg the Early Years et

" The Huntigs’

Training Centre®

Early Years Settinas (NCFE)

Knowledge based course
5 months to complete
Support from training centre
Initial face to face meeting in setting with manager to discuss
expectations, learning styles and evidence needed
* Must have completed SENCO training/AET training/higher priority
given to those attending briefings
* Expressions of interest
* Invitation to the qualified SENCO Network (next date Jan 13t @
Hazelmere Golf Club)
Expression of interest for Early Years Qualified SENCO Qualification

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL
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NEW — Inclusion Champion/Inclusion Award

Qualified SENCO
Network

13t Jan @
Hazelmere Golf
Club — more info
to follow

Conference for OOS/Wraparound — spring term

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL
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Safeguarding Updates

» Safeguarding reforms September 2025

* Keeping Children Safe In Education & Early
Years Safeguarding & Child Protection Guidance
both updated in September 2025

* The Safe(fuarding Partnership have recently
reviewed and updated the Continuum of Need.
The updated version has now been published
on the BSCP website

* New LADO poster is available

* Sector updates has a weekly question to use in
team meetings - collated on new web tile

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL
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Frequently Asked Questions 1
| Questom | Reomse |

You can access the Little Link trial here. But if you would like to be
How do | express an interest in  considered for inclusion in any Little Link Pilot that we are able to run
the Little Link Pilot. please mail earlyyears@buckinghamshire.gov.uk with your setting
name and contact details.

No — we are unable to allocate SENIF for programmes like Little Link
or for other assessment packages or assessments/therapy from other
professionals.

Can | fund Little Link by applying
for EY SEN Inclusion Fund (SENIF).

Where can | find more Special Educational Needs » Buckinghamshire Council Early Years
information about SEND Courses? Training

How do | express an interest for

i e e e 60 T Expression of interest for Early Years Qualified SENCO Qualification

When is the out of school The out of school Conference is on Saturday 28t February — further
conference? details to follow shortly.
il el v TS R s L LADO-E-flyer-updated-June-2025.pdf
Poster?

How do | get added on to the Please email earlyyears@buckinghamshire.gov.uk from a work email

SENCO update mailing list. address and ask to be added to the list.
How do | get added to the Sector 9

e You can sign up here to receive the Sector Updates
Updates Mailing list IEn U B

20
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Frequently Asked Questions 2
| questos [ Respomer |

How do | get added to the Sector
Updates Mailing list

You can sign up here to receive the Sector Updates

Yes — anyone completing the qualification or who as completed it
| am currently doing my with an alternative training provider can email
qualification with Best Practice.  earlyyears@buckinghamshire.gov.uk and give details of your
Will | be able to attend the SENCO training provider, dates of training and your preferred email address
network event in January? for correspondence and ask to be added to the Qualified SENCO
Mailing list.

We applied for an Exceptional
Support Request on the old form.
Do we need to reapply using the
new form.

Contact the SEN team to see if your application is being processed,
and if it is there is no need to resubmit. However, if it is not being
processed, please submit a new application on the new form.

There is no official time scale for these requests, but with the new
systems in place it is hoped that there will be less delay in informing
settings of decisions.

How long does it take to process
Exceptional Support Requests?

Is Making Sense of Autism funded
for one staff member per setting  Multiple members of your teams can join the same or different
or could multiple practitioners Making Sense of Autism sessions.
attend?

21



